The Ticker, April 26, 2004 by unknown
By GILA BABICH
Contributing Writer
The Management Society hosted a seminar
titled “From Entrepreneurial Society to Social
Entrepreneurship” in the Vertical Campus on
Thursday.
The event was held in the memory of Yosef
Hirsh, a young Jewish activist who dedicated
himself to solving the problems faced by the
Jewish community and general society, and
passed away in May 2003 at age 26. Hirsch’s
many social enterprises included founding the
Jewish Community Service Organization at
Rutgers University, as well as becoming, as he
wrote himself, “the president of the umbrella
o rganization for community service and…
coordinated a Kosovar Refugee Relief Program
that raised over $10,000.” 
Among his accomplishments was working in
Romania with the Kosovo Refugees. He con-
tinued his Jewish studies because he believed
that “it is important to balance Jewish learning
with taking action to improve the Jewish com-
munity and society in general.”
Barry Rosen, a marketing professor at
Baruch, said that Social Entrepreneurship is a
movement that emerged in the ‘60s because of
the failure of President Johnson’s “Great
Society” and the lack of support for social pro-
grams. A social entrepreneur is a social leader
who focuses on small and practical solutions
for social problems. 
“The companies involved are small scale, and
focus on [producing] niche, premium prod-
ucts,” Rosen said. He mentioned examples of
such companies as “Baked in the Hood” which
trains homeless individuals in the baking busi-
ness, and the Jericho Learning Center, which
provides homeless people with computer
instruction. Some of these companies, Rosen
said, “produce products which reflect shared
communal values without profit motives.”  
In his research of the topic, Rosen could not
find any non-profit large enterprises and he
added that it is difficult for large non-profit
organizations to exist. “The activities are too
diverse to be focused [on one problem]…they
tend to get more concerned about profit than
social cause,” he said. He added that it is better
for large enterprises to follow social responsi-
bility, which promotes different causes and sup-
ports social enterprises. “If you keep the peace,
we’ll all reach the Promised Land,” he said.
“For profit sectors there is no problem mak-
ing decisions,” said Ellen Simmonds, a social
entrepreneur. “The bottom line was to make
profit. Now [in the non-profit sector] every
decision depends on the cause,” she said. 
Simmonds initially helped small publishing
and print companies expand and digitalize. She
then moved into the non-profit field where she
works with the eSight Careers Network, which
helps the visually impaired find information-
based jobs online. She has also worked with
immigration, bankruptcy, and housing services
in New York City.
According to Simmonds, it is difficult to cre-
ate a non-profit entrepreneurship. Social entre-
preneurs must take matters into their own
hands, find funding and focus on the mission. If
the mission is to make ex-cons get jobs, they
need to take a franchise and create those jobs.
When the missions change and evolve, the
enterprises must keep up. 
For example, eSight helps the visually
impaired find entry-level jobs. As its members
get older, it is the responsibility of the enter-
prise to provide care for them. “Our mission is
to keep the patients in their homes as long as
possible,” said Simmonds. She added that 80
percent of all businesses fail, and in Social
Entrepreneurship there are more dependents
and risks in the business. 
However, she said that  “It’s a great opportu-
nity and there is much, much happening and
fluctuation…take the risks and enjoy the prod-
uct.”
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By TAKENORI KANEDA
Staff Writer
By the end of the Fall 2004 semester, Baruch
students may have an easier time making sense
of their respective degree requirements. Two
projects are currently underway in the Center
for Advisement and Orientation. The first is an
update to the Center’s website and the second is
a new feature to be added to the website.   
According to Sharon Ricks, head of the
Center for Advisement and Orientation, a new
feature will be added to the Center’s website
called Degree Works. “It is eight months or so
along the line,” said Ricks, but “it is a major
project.” The new system will answer any
u n d e rgraduate student questions regarding
required classes to take, graduation require-
ments and academic class status. 
Ricks said that Degree Works “will take over
the worksheet aspect of the adviser.” She added
that this new feature will optimize the advisers’
ability to better serve students because advisers
will have more time to interact with them. She
added that this will provide more time for an
adviser and student “to discuss about graduate
schools, about difficulties academically.” 
Ricks also added that “most of all, students
[won’t] have to make appointments [to see
advisers] anymore.” Instead, they can go to the
Center’s website, punch in their name and
social security number, and a worksheet that
can be printed out will be created for the stu-
dent. 
Ricks said that the new Degree Works pro-
gram will be a “virtual adviser.” The Degree
Works program, which will be installed at
Baruch College by the Sun Gard Degree Works
c o m p a n y, is currently in use by Brooklyn
College. 
Although the Degree Works feature will not
be available for months to come, a current over-
By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
Since the opening of the Vertical Campus’s
multipurpose room, many have questioned its
proximity to the Student Academic Consulting
Center, SACC, and the possibility of academic
interference that can be posed by parties, events
and lecturers.  The room, located in VC 1-107,
sits outside of the turnstiles and is accessible to
anyone off of the street.  The room’s versatility
puts it in high demand, but its positioning also
brings it into question as to what activities may
be held at a certain time.
There have been repeated requests to sound-
proof the room. The project first looked to
move forward in May 2003 when then USG
lower senator Raphael Rivas announced at a
meeting that he was able to speak to a represen-
tative from CUNY and secure the funds for the
space.  
“There has not been any commitment by
CUNY for this project,” said Robert Specter,
vice president of administration and finance at
Baruch College.  “There is no commitment to
advance the project but there could be. We
attempted to respond to student needs as they
See MANAGEMENT, Page 3 See NEW, Page 3
By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
The USG had one contested race for positions
during the 2004-2005 academic year. The only
word to put on the result is “upset.”
Independent candidate Sime Marnika defeated
incumbent and U.N.I.T.Y. party representative
Adrian Lovell.
A small sample of 501 voters of the school’s
approximately 12,500 undergraduates came out
to vote in the USG election, a far cry from last
year’s 2,251.
In front of nine students, the one ballot
machine needed to count the votes was shut off
and unplugged. Carl Aylman, director of
Student Life opened the machine, pulled out a
flashlight and two numbers told the story: 252
next to Sime Marnika’s name and 234 next to
Adrian Lovell’s name.  
“I feel great.  This is the highest of the high,”
said Marnika moments after his victory was
announced.  “I can’t wait to get into office and
make some changes.”
He added that he looked forward to attending
USG meetings for the remainder of the semes-
ter and is determined to make a smooth transi-
tion into the presidency.  “I look forward to
talking to a lot of people. “My key issues are
tuition hikes and international students.”
He was quick to praise the 252 voters after the
vote was counted. “The last day I told people to
spread the word.  [Thanks to the] Honors
College and Baruch athletes for their support.”
A stunned Lovell, in a show of good sports-
See MARNIKA, Page 3 See MULTIPURPOSE, Page 3
Sime Marnika poses moments after the polls
closed on April 22. (Photo/ Aaron Siegel)
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Marnika Takes USG Presidency
With Close Win
State Assembly Proposes Bill To
Affect Int’l Students’ Visas
BARUCH COLLEGE, NEW YORK, NY –
Baruch College has announced two winners of
its first Colin Powell Fellowships, which will
fund two high-achieving Baruch juniors or sen-
iors during eight-week internships working for
the State Department in Washington or for the
U.S. Mission to the United Nations in New
York, depending on where they are needed. 
Requirements for the Colin Powell
Fellowships are that students have a 3.5 GPA or
higher, be fluent in English and at least one
other language, preferably more, and have an
interest in foreign policy and international
affairs. 
The winners were Ariel Krinshpun and
Andreea Ursu. Krinshpun, a Baruch senior
from Brooklyn and Honors student with a 3.8
GPA, is an accounting major and mathematics
minor, a chess enthusiast, and a fluent speaker
of Russian and Hebrew with some proficiency
in Spanish. Ursu is a junior corporate commu-
nication major and sociology minor from
Manhattan, with a 3.6 GPA, who speaks
Romanian, Spanish, French and even a little
Mandarin; who has worked as a volunteer for
the U.N. Development Program and for the
Weissman Center for International Business as
the AIESEC work abroad coordinator; and who
is part of the CUNY Honors Program. She has
studied abroad in Rome, Cairo and Shanghai. 
The Fellowhips have been funded by former
Ambassador Carl Spielvogel, who served as
U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic in
2000 and 2001, and who received his B.B.A.
from Baruch in 1952, along with an Honorary
L.L.D. in 1984. He is also an Honorary Trustee
of the Baruch College Fund. 
“The intention of the Colin Powell
Fellowships and the internship program is to
interest outstanding young people in the possi-
bility of pursuing careers in the State
Department,” Ambassador Spielvogel said.
“Since Colin Powell is a graduate of City
College we thought it would be appropriate to
name the fellowships after him. We spent five
hours interviewing the final candidates and it
was a most difficult decision, for they were all
truly outstanding. It is our hope that if the pro-
gram works successfully this year, it can
expanded in the future.” 
The competition was administered by the
Weissman Center for International Business at
Baruch, and judged by Ambassador Spielvogel
along with former Ambassador to Canada and
to the E.U. Thomas Niles, who is on the
Weissman Center’s Advisory Board; Dean of
B a r u c h ’s Weissman School of Arts and
Sciences Myrna Chase; professor of finance
and director of the Weissman Center Terrence
Martell; and Deputy Director of the Weissman
Center Lene Skou. 
There were 50 applicants for the two prizes,
and six finalists. The four runners up were:
Joanne Wong, junior, accounting; Caroline
Kim, junior, finance and international politics;
Richard Leung, junior, pre-med English and
chemistry; and Gennady Rudkevich, junior,
political science and economics.
By AYESHA AJAZ
Staff Writer
A new bill is currently being proposed in the
New York State Assembly requiring degree-
granting institutions in New York State to
report to the state police and the Department of
Homeland Security whenever foreign students
violate their legitimate student status. 
The bill is “an act to amend the education law
in relation to reporting requirements of foreign
students in the United States.” Sponsored by
Thomas P. DiNapoli, the bill justifies itself by
referring to the events of September 11, saying
that the tragedy has “made it clear that there are
some who, willingly, may attempt to abuse our
system of openness and inclusion for their own
destructive purposes.” 
All foreign students are currently issued a lim-
ited student visa. One essential premise of the
visa is that the student remains actively
enrolled in a program of study. The proposed
bill states that if or when a student in possession
of a limited student visa fails to maintain their
prescribed status, they are immediately in vio-
lation of their visa and are required to return to
their native country.
The fiscal implications of the bill are minimal
because, as of August 2003, all required statis-
tics related to foreign students are already
maintained in the SEVIS database. Harry
Franklin, university assistant dean of Student
Affairs for CUNY, nevertheless believes that
the double responsibility on International
Advisers is unfair.
In a letter from Franklin to Eileen Goldman,
director of state government, he wrote: “Both
the federal and state government should devel-
op a mechanism of sharing information on
international students who violate their status
while they are in this country. Our designated
school officials have enough responsibility of
maintaining SEVIS, a system that is very diffi-
cult to access and navigate. The additional
responsibility of reporting to the New York
State Police should not be imposed on them.”
It is not yet known whether the bill will be
passed. Regardless, it remains the responsibili-
ty of international students to ensure they are
not committing any technical violations. For
more information regarding rules and regula-
tions, students should consult the “Thirteen
Musts for International Students,” which have
been printed in past issues of The Ticker and
are also available in the International Student
Services Office.
By FARAH AKBAR
Contributing Writer
On Thursday, April 22, 2004, Baruch College
hosted a conference in the Newman Conference
Center titled “Enabling Access to Excellence,”
in celebration of disability awareness month.  
Speakers included Jay Hershenson, CUNY
vice chancellor, Karen Gourgey, director of
B a r u c h ’s Computer Center for Vi s u a l l y
Impaired People, Douglass Sussman, deputy
director for Government and Community
Relations for the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority and several CUNY p r o f e s s o r s .
Topics discussed included progress made in
improving accessibility to the city’s disabled
population and future goals.   Richard
Holoborow, an instructor at the CCVIP and
Pratik Patel, managing director of CUNY’s
Assistive Technology Services, were on-hand
to demonstrate new computer technology that
is user-friendly to the disabled.
Hershenson spoke about creating a special
program for students with disabilities within
the College Now program, a collaborative
effort between CUNY and high schools that
give high school students the opportunity to
take college courses.   
Gourgey stressed the importance of computer
accessibility for the disabled.  Baruch’s CCVIP
currently offers courses such as Windows for
Beginners, Microsoft PowerPoint and
Microsoft Excel, all using assistive technology.
She urged those with disabilities “to take
advantage of the computer.”  
Sussman talked about the MTA’s alliance with
Baruch College in their effort to improve acces-
sibility to the city’s mass transportation system.
There are currently 75 fully accessible subway
and commuter rail stations.  Sussman men-
tioned tactile maps and the talking kiosk at
Penn Station. An advertisement campaign high-
lighting the MTA’s alliance with Baruch’s
CCVIP has recently begun. “We have a long
way to go, but we’ve made a quantum leap,”
said Sussman.  He also said that he “looked for-
ward to continual dialogue with Baruch for
more innovative ideas.” 
New technology such as “TT Atlas,” which
can be loaded onto any Windows computer,
should be entering the market in May or June.
This new technology will enable students to
touch any point on a special map plate and hear
exactly what city, country or ocean on the globe
they have touched.  For example, by touching
the location of the Indian Ocean, instantaneous-
ly you can hear the sound of ocean waves and a
voice saying that that was the location of the
Indian Ocean.  
Holoborow demonstrated this program and
said that he would “definitely like to see this
here in Baruch College.” Patel also gave
demonstrations of several current devices used
to help students with different cognitive dis-
abilities, motor disabilities or sight problems.
Some devices were joysticks, which replace the
use of a mouse for students who have limited
use of their fingers, and mini keyboards, for
students with limited arm range.  
CUNY Conference Discusses Importance
of Technology As Aid to Disabled
Baruch Students Win Colin Powell
Fellowships For State Dept. Internships
manship walked over to an elated Marnika and
shook his hand before heading back up to his
third floor office to file a complaint with
Aylman.
Lovell ran to his office and drafted the fol-
lowing complaint:
“I would accept the loss and move on, but I
feel strongly enough about the events that
occurred during this election and the results
they caused.
Section 8E of the Undergraduate Student
Government Election Procedures was violated
during this election. The winning candidate,
Sime Marnika, campaigned in the first floor
lobby for the entire last day of elections
(Thursday, April 22), and I believe this con-
tributed to these swing votes that won this elec-
tion for him.”
At the time of production, three out of the five
members of the elections committee had
declined to review the appeal.  
“I was concerned that we would not have
more than 350 votes,” said Aylman.  “It didn’t
have all the excitement of last year’s election.”
Lovell could not be reached for comment at
the time of production.  
Marnika, a marketing major, will be entering
his senior year next fall.  He is a power forward
on the Baruch men’s basketball team and a stu-
dent in the CUNY Honors College.  
Lovell, a senior majoring in mathematics, had
worked in Helpline, taught freshman seminar,
has served on numerous committees and is
completing his second year on the USG and
first as president.  
have been addressed,” said Specter.
A contractor was brought in from the New
York State Dormitory Authority to survey the
room. After conducting analyses during two
events it was found that extra soundproofing
would not cure what ails the multipurpose
room.
“At high decibel levels, you cannot make it
100 percent soundproofed,” said Dan
Kaufmann, associate vice president of
Buildings and Grounds.  “There could be a
sound studio [in the room] and it still wouldn’t
dampen the noise.  There is also lighting and
sprinklers and duct work.”
Specter estimated the cost to range from
$75,000 to $125,000 including labor. He added
that it may take up to nine months to fix.  
“Revenue doesn’t support the structure,” said
Specter. “[We would need to] make an adjust-
ment as to what level of financial investment is
needed for the room. It is prohibitedly expen-
sive.”
Kaufmann added that the room has some
soundproofing and sound balances within the
room and outside of the room, but regardless of
how much money is spent, the room can never
be fully soundproofed.
“It wouldn’t make sense to spend the money,”
said Specter.  “As CFO, it does not make sense
to spend it there when I always have to ask,
‘What is the best use?’”
Solutions to the problem include the moving
of more activities, holding them at different
times, to find a viable long-term solution or to
move the SACC Center.
haul to the Center’s website will make it easier
for students to navigate. According to Ricks,
the website’s revamp will be completed within
the coming weeks.  
The Center for Advisement and Orientation
o ffers students various academic resources,
most notably being worksheet advisements.
Ricks said that students are not required to see
an adviser to graduate, although it is highly rec-
ommended. She added that the purpose of the
advisers is, “to provide academic advisements”
which may include “anything from processing
overload, [and] making worksheets, to violation
intervention program for students in proba-
tion.”
Currently the Center employs nine advisers
meant to serve an undergraduate student body
of 12,500. Ricks believes that this number if
advisers is sufficient because “we had nine
advisers for three or four years. Some years we
had ten advisers.” 
“We do get complaints [from students who]
wants [the Center] to start earlier or close later,”
said Ricks. She suggested that if students have
any questions or concerns, they can either e-
mail advisers at
a c a d e m i c _ a d v i s e m e n t @ b a r u c h . c u n y.edu or
visit the Center’s website at h t t p : / / a d v i s e-
m e n t . b a r u c h . c u n y. e d u. The Center for
Advisement and Orientation is located in the
Vertical Campus in room 5-215.
Perry Rosenstein, president of the Puffin
Foundation, a for-profit organization that focus-
es on providing grants and scholarships to
artists who are otherwise unexposed to the
mainstream opportunities, also spoke at the
event. 
The Puffin Foundation produces the
renowned publication, The Nation. The organi-
zation also provides grants such as the annual
Creative Citizen Award of $100,000 to a citizen
who has done significant socially responsible
work and it invites organizations and individual
to ask for grants. It also raises environmental
awareness through art exhibitions. 
“[We are] providing grants to help people get
established as artists…help young people to ini-
tiate the opportunity to get successful,” said
Rosenstein. 
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By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
After days of uncertainty, the site for the 2004
Baruch college graduation is all but assured.
Carl Aylman, director of Student Life, had been
holding off his reservation for the Madison
Square Garden Arena depending on the results
of the New York Knicks playoff series with the
New Jersey Nets.  At the time of publication,
the Nets currently held a 3-0 series lead over the
Knicks in the best-of-seven series. A N e w
Jersey victory is almost inevitable, because at
no time in NBA history has a team come back
from a 3-0 deficit.  
Last year was the first time that the graduation
was held on the Garden floor.  In past years, the
site of the graduation was the tetra at Madison
Square Garden, allowing students to receive
one or two tickets for family members and
friends.  The vast seating capability of the MSG
arena gives graduates the opportunity to receive
four or five tickets each.  
Graduation 2004:
A Garden Party
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INTERNATIONAL
Deadly Train Station Explosion in North
Korea 
Korean officials from both the Communist
North and Democratic South fear that hundreds
of civilians were killed in a train station in the
town of Pyongchon, North Korea.  The cause of
the explosion is speculated to be the collision
of two trains loaded with fuel. Several thousand
more people are believed to have fallen victim
to injury, including those trapped underneath
buildings that collapsed as a result of accident.
Conspiracy theorists would be mindful to be
informed that the horrific accident occurred
only hours after North Korea’s leader Kim Jong
Il was returning from a rare trip to China, and
had covertly passed through the very same rail
station.  European Union officials made their
way to the disaster site to assess the damage
that took place in the far northwest region of
the Communist Korea.   
Vatican Says No to Abortion and Kerry
Last Friday, a top Vatican official in a news
conference said that priests should bar com-
munion for all Catholic politicians who side
with abortion rights.  The new Vatican directive
from Cardinal Francis Arinze would seem to
criticize Democratic Presidential nominee John
Kerry’s public stance of others having the right
of choice, but the holy official refused to spec-
ify names.  While acknowledging he is person-
ally against abortion, Kerry has argued in the
past that “church doctrine allows Catholics the
freedom of conscience to choose.”  The cam-
paign of the Massachusetts Senator is also on
record as stating that religion should not be a
focal issue when it comes to the political affairs
of the United States.  The Kerry team feels it
goes against the Constitution’s clear position
on the separation of the church and state. 
NATIONAL
Soldier Coffin Photos Angers Pentagon
John Molino, a deputy undersecretary of
defense, said published photos of flag-draped
cases marking American soldiers deceased
from involvement with the War on Iraq should
not have been made public.  The Pentagon offi-
cial denounced the effort of First Amendment
activist Russ Kick, who filed a Freedom of
Information Act request with the Air Force to
receive the images to post on his website.
K i c k ’s actions conflict with long-standing
Pentagon policy, which prohibits media cover-
age of human remains resulting from war casu-
alties.  The photos were taken in Dover,
Delaware, where protesters have repeatedly
cried foul in the past for current and past presi-
dential administrations refusing to allow public
viewing of soldier remains.       
U.S. Can Seek Death Penalty A g a i n s t
Moussaoui
A fourth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals panel in
Richmond, VA, last week restored to U.S.
Attorney General John Ashcroft and the Justice
Department the opportunity to seek the death
penalty against September 11 defendant,
Zacarias Moussaouri.  The three-judge panel
also overruled the decision made by U.S.
District Judge Leonie Brinkema, in Alexandria,
VA, which forbade prosecutors from presenting
evidence related to that now infamous 2001
day.  In the same ruling, the federal government
was dealt a small blow when the Richmond
panel stated that Moussaoui could have access
to information from three al-Qaeda prisoners
who could possibly help exonerate the Osama
bin Laden advocate.  The French citizen,
referred to by the media as the “20th Hijacker,”
denies he was part of the 9/11 plot, indicating
he was to be involved at a later date.   
Jackson Indicted by Grand Jury
Last We d n e s d a y, a Santa Barbara County
Grand Jury indicted Michael Jackson on child
molestation charges.  The former pop star’s
expected arraignment of the new charg e s ,
which overrides a nine-count criminal com-
plaint against him in December, is scheduled
for April 30.  Until the court date takes place,
the charges will be kept under heavy secrecy by
federal and state law.  Jackson is currently free
on $3 million bail.  
Senate Defends Crime Victims
On a 96-1 vote last week, the U.S. Senate deci-
sively passed a bill that would help ensure a
more level playing field for innocent
bystanders of criminal actions.  It would give
crime victims the legal right to voice their opin-
ions at the parole, plea and sentencing hearings
of those charged with guilt.  The Republican
majority Senate approved the victims’ rights
legislation after an eight-year period of stagna-
tion due to the document formerly being
pushed as a constitutional amendment.  It now
needs to pass through the House for President
Bush to sign and execute into law.
House Insurance Against Terrorism
On an overwhelming 306-97 vote, the House of
Representatives passed a bill that would effec-
tively protect against itself in the event of a ter-
rorist attack on the U.S. Capitol.  The legisla-
tion stated that special emergency elections
would take place with 45 days in the unimagin-
able event that a 100 or more lawmakers would
die under such a grave circumstance.  While the
House requires any potential vacancies to be
filled by an electoral process, many Democrats
who voted in favor of the bill also expressed
fear that no representation for over seven
weeks would be a crippling blow to
Congressional authority.  Regarding Senate
procedures on the same scenario, the 17th
amendment of 1913 allows respective gover-
nors to fill the void by appointment if any of the
100 seats were to become open. 
CITY
Female Infant Survives Fatal Car Accident
Six-month-old Yonkers baby Kristina Spruck
miraculously survived a freak car accident on
the Saw Mill River Parkway last week.
Unfortunately her parents did not share the
same happy fate as both father Steven and
mother Suzana succumbed to the deadly impact
of a falling tree.  The 27-year-old male account-
ant and his 31-year-old wife and Bronx teacher
were instantly killed when the 50-foot object
came crashing into their Toyota 4Runner.  Baby
Kristina is fortunate to have been released by
the Westchester Medical Center to the arms of
a loving, but grieving Spruck family.
Sources: Associated Press, CNN, Daily News,
The New York Times, Reuters, Yahoo! News
World, National and 
City News Roundup
By PETER KWON
Circulation Manager
On April 20, 2004 the Undergraduate Student
Government held its eleventh meeting of the
semester,
President’s Report
President Adrian Lovell spoke to Robert
S p e c t e r, vice president of Finance and
Administration and announced that Specter
proposed cuts across the board in order to save
the budget.  The deficit will be reduced to  $2
million and enrollment will be increased.
Lovell also announced that Jim Murphy, vice
president of Undergraduate Admissions and
Financial Aid has proposed an increase to the
amount of students who get into the Baruch
Scholars program. Additionally, an increase in
100 transfers will be made.
Lovell said that the standards for the Zicklin
School of Business MBA program will be
decreased.  According to U.S. News and World
Report the graduate business program has seen
a decrease in rankings from the 60s to 87.
Lovell also asked the government to consider
a senior gift.
Treasurer’s Report
The following clubs asked for line changes in
their budget:  Democrats club asked for $180 to
be moved; New Generations had $250 moved;
Chess Club moved $201.88; Jewish Business
Leaders moved $586; Hip Hop 201 moved
$400; the Advertising Society moved $400;
Music and Performing Arts Society moved
$500; ASEDOM moved $550; and the USG
moved $4,200. 
Campus Affairs
Upper Senator Keston Barrow reported that
on April 22, Dr. Ben Chavis will speak about
voter registration.  The event will speak about
the hip-hop industry as well as the Rockefeller
Drug Laws, and will be sponsored by Hip Hop
201.
On April 22, the campus affairs committee
will meet.  On April 25, USG will take part in
Walk America, part of the March of Dimes.
Spring Fling will be held on May 6 during club
hours.
Evening and Part-Time Student Affairs 
Upper Senator Ibrahim Lawal reported that a
career fair is to be held from May 3 to May 9
with a different company speaking to students
each night. Business attire is required.  
Academic Affairs
Upper Senator Kevin Baball reported that a
student complained about a professor and that
he went to Dean of Students, Ron Aaron, and
Vice President of Undergraduate  Affairs James
Murphy to address the matter.
Legislative Affairs
Upper Senator Jody-Ann Graham reported
that she is looking for people to help out with
Spring Fling.
Finance
Lower Senator Liliana Chang reported that a
new club, Best Buddies received $300.
Appeals
Lower Senator Victor Law reported that the
Asian Cultural Exchange received $500; the
Asian Cultural Club received $400; Kappa Phi
Alpha received $700; the Finance and
Economics Society received $40; the Muslim
Students Association received $450 and $150
for speakers and events; the A d v e r t i s i n g
Society received $50.
New Business
Lovell urged the government to vote in the
USG election.
By AARON SIEGEL
News Editor
The following error appeared in the April 19,
2004 issue of The Ticker:
In the article titled “Baruch Alumnus Sidney
Harman Speaks on Business Ethics,” it was
stated that Harman International “grosses about
$2 million a year.” In fact, the company gross-
es roughly $200 million per year.
Corrections
BARUCH COLLEGE, NY - Friends and col-
leagues of the deceased Theresa Smith, adjunct
lecturer in the English Department at Baruch,
donated funds to the Newman Library to pur-
chase needed reference works on English liter-
ature as a memorial to their colleague.  Smith
died suddenly of a cerebral embolism in
January 2003 at the age of fifty-four.
Smith was in the English Department for over
twenty years, teaching English as a Second
Lanugage as well as writing courses. She also
taught at City College and LaGuardia
Community College. She frequently gave
paired courses such as “ESL and Psychology”
in order to prepare ESL students to enter the
larger academic community instead of clinging
to the ESL ghetto of courses that require little
language skill.
She is remembered by her colleagues as a
woman of grace, gentility and uncommon
devotion to her students. The latter was espe-
cially apparent during the summer writing
immersion programs when all the classes were
held at the same time. “I was usually one of
the last ones to leave, but I never saw her go
home. The last I would see of her each day
was Theresa tutoring one of her students,”
recalled one of her collegues.  
“I would often remind her that there already
are two St. Theresas in the pantheon and that
she did not have to try for a third. She would
just smile and not pay any attention, as if to say
that what she was doing wasn’t anything spe-
cial at all.”
Funds Donated to Newman in
Memory of Professor
By JENNIFER BLECHER
Copy Editor
Recently U.S. News and World Report pub-
lished its list of The Best Graduate Schools in
America for 2005. The Zicklin School of
Business’ M.B.A. and Part-time M.B.A, or
FLEX program, were both reviewed.
Although it still holds the title as the largest
business school in the country, Zicklin’s full-
time graduate program fell 23 places from last
y e a r, from 64 to 87. The FLEX program
retained its Top 20 status with a rank of 14, sec-
ond in New York State only to N.Y.U. Stern’s
Langone Program, which is also first in the
nation. Harvard University was the number one
full-time M.B.A. program.
Despite Zicklin’s drop, President Ned Regan
promised at the Town Hall meeting on March
30 that bringing it into the Top 25 would be a
priority.
Critics of the ranking system the magazine
uses said that rankings should be taken with a
grain of salt. In a September 2001 article in The
Washington Monthly, Amy Graham—who
oversaw the list at U.S. News for two years
until her resignation in 1999—argued that the
m a g a z i n e ’s methods of collecting data and
ranking schools “defies common sense.” 
The magazine publishes the list annually,
ranking schools based on factors such as a qual-
ity assessment, which is performed by school
faculty and corporate recruiters that come to the
campus, placement success, which is measured
by the mean starting salary of graduate school
grads, and student selectivity, which is a com-
pilation of average GMAT scores, undergradu-
ate G.P.A. and percentage of applicants accept-
ed by the school. 
All 377 accredited master’s programs were
surveyed, although only 293 responded at all,
and only 185 provided enough data to calculate
the standard rankings.
U.S. News and World Report began the fea-
ture in 1983 when it first ranked a small num-
ber of 4-year undergraduate institutions.
Zicklin M.B.A. Program Takes Fall
in National Rankings
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Features Editor
The multi-purpose room was bustling with
activity after 1 p.m. on Thursday, April 22 as
students filed in to listen to Dr. Benjamin
Chavis, president and CEO of the Hip-Hop
Summit Action Network, which he created
along with Russell Simmons. (The HSAN is
the largest national coalition of hip-hop artists.)
He has also organized the Million Man and
Million Family Marches. Vice President of
Student A ffairs Sam Johnson introduced
Chavis to the students as a civil rights leader,
activist, and author.
This lecture was part of a national speaking
tour being held in colleges across the country.
Chavis began by asking how many students
were registered to vote and throughout his
speech continued to emphasize the importance
of African-Americans and Latinos exercising
their power to vote. Chavis said that people
who have been released from prison can
reassert their voting right, as they are entitled to
it. All the chairs in the room had New York
voter registration forms and contact informa-
tion cards placed on them for the attendees of
the lecture to fill out so that they can remain in
touch with his organization.    
In the next part of his lecture, Chavis spoke
against the Rockefeller Drug Laws, which
impose harsh prison terms for relatively small
possession of drugs. New York Governor
Nelson Rockefeller signed them into legislation
in May of 1973. Chavis called them “repressive
and unfair laws” and wants to raise public
awareness of their negative impact. They dis-
proportionately affect African-Americans and
Latinos, as 96 percent of prisoners are from
their population. 
He expressed his opposition to drugs but also
an opposition to the mandatory minimum
prison sentences. They range from 15 years to
life terms, even for first time non-violent drug
offenders and the judges have no discretion in
making their decisions. More than two-thirds of
the prisoners are non-violent and they are
exposed to hardened criminals while in jail.
The financial costs of these laws include
administration and construction of prison sys-
tems. This tied in to Chavis’ argument for the
importance of education as a portion of the tax-
payers’ billions that are being diverted away
from education to support these prisons.
Last year, Chavis marched near City Hall
along with Russell Simmons and over 60,000
people to bring public attention to the unfair-
ness of these laws. According to Chavis, the
laws have not succeeded in making New York
safer nor has it reduced drug use, but instead
they have just prosecuted the poor. He com-
pared businessmen to drug-dealers, who have
the entrepreneurial spirit but no degree or
money, and so they invest in the illegal activity
of selling and distributing drugs. To address the
issue of poverty, Chavis recently wrote a letter
to President George W. Bush stating that
instead of waging a war abroad, the president
should start a war against poverty and injustice
here in America.
Today eight percent of all Black children
across America have at least one of their par-
ents in prison. Having parents and even some
children in prison only perpetuates the cycle of
poverty and reduces their political power. One
ex-prisoner, who was jailed for possession,
came in at the end of the lecture to say a few
lines about the ghastly conditions of jails and
how important it is to take action against these
unfair laws.
In other parts of his speech, Chavis stressed
how young people need to get more involved in
politics and that college students need to realize
that going to college is not only a privilege, but
also a responsibility. He said that they should
use the resources available to them to challenge
the abuse of legislation, as they have freedom
of expression and speech. Talented hip-hop
artists like P. Diddy, Fabolous, Missy Elliot,
Mariah Carey, Fat Joe, and many others sup-
port HSAN and its activities. 
Chavis’ speech was peppered with humorous
comments, which kept the audience’s mood in
a light tone. He also told of his role in the clas-
sic African-American movie, “Belly.” Some
parts of his speech were like those of a preach-
er’s as he said, “Hip-hop is, we believe, a bless-
ing from God, which is a cultural phenomenon
that transcends race, religion, and creed,” and
“Hip-hop is not something going on only in
America but all over the world.” Many times,
when he said something the students particular-
ly liked, they would utter “Amen!” in agree-
ment.
On July 13, Chavis is organizing a Latino
Hip-Hop Summit in Lehman College and on
August 30 he is planning a “March on New
York” at the Republican Convention. He
encouraged Baruch students to participate in
these events along with him and remain in
touch with his network.
Chavis plans to come back to Baruch College
because he said he felt a positive vibe from the
attendants of the event. He also said he will be
involved in Hip-Hop Summit events and the
Rock the Vote campaign.
Hip-Hop 201 and the Undergraduate Student
Government sponsored this event, and Hip-
Hop 201 faculty adviser Debra Bick-Duggan
helped in its organization.
Hip-Hop Summit Action Network Comes to Baruch
Dr. Benjamin Chavis was the guest speaker at the Hip-Hop Summit event last week. 
(Photo/ Harbani Rana)
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CUNY Receives AmeriCorps
Grant for Education Students
By AMY GOLDSTEIN
Queens College - The Knight News 
Good news for education majors: CUNY has
received more than $9 million from
AmeriCorps for teacher training purposes. The
$9 million award includes an $8.3 million grant
for students in CUNY’s Teaching Opportunity
Program and the New York City Teaching
Fellows Program, according to Chancellor
Matthew Goldstein.
A total of $27.4 million has been granted over
the last three years for the purpose of educating
teachers who serve in New York City schools
under the AmeriCorps program of the
Corporation for National and Community
Service.
“CUNY administers one of the largest educa-
tion awards programs funded by AmeriCorps,”
said Goldstein. “These funds are critical to
attracting highly motivated career- c h a n g e r s
who want to bring their experiences and special
skills to the classroom. We salute their commit-
ment and we are proud of the University's lead-
ership in training highly skilled teachers for
New York City’s schools.”
Students pursuing master’s degrees will be
able to receive Education Awards because of
the grant. In the University’s Te a c h e r
Opportunity Program and the New York City
Teaching Fellows program, up to 3,215 stu-
dents who are pursuing master’s degrees in
education leading to New York State teacher
certification, will be eligible for education
awards of either $4,725 or $2,362.
Education award vouchers are good for up to
seven years and may be used for the payment of
tuition, student loans and other costs of college
attendance.
The AmeriCorps service requirement for
receiving an award is met by teaching in New
York City’s public schools through the
University’s Teacher Opportunity Program and
the New York City Teaching Fellows program.    
With this grant, CUNY has received over $1.9
million just to administer A m e r i C o r p s '
Education Awards program. Over 3,600 stu-
dents received awards totaling more than $17.2
million during the first two years of the grant.
“Approximately 6,800 education awards,
totaling $25.5 million, will have been given to
students in Teacher Opportunity Program and
the New York City Teaching Fellows Program
during the three year grant period,” said
Nicholas Michelli, CUNY’s dean for teacher
education.
CUNY’s Teacher Opportunity Program start-
ed in 1999 with a focus on math and science
teaching, both of which have the fewest teach-
ers in the city’s public schools. This has helped
the situation, as 350 math and science teachers
have been successfully placed in city class-
rooms. The program has even been expanded to
include teachers of Spanish.
The New York City Department of Education
Teaching Fellows Program was started in 2000.
Students receive two-year fellowships if select-
ed for the program, during which they receive
rigorous pre-service instruction in teaching
styles, a full-time teaching job at a starting
teacher’s salary, ongoing mentoring and class-
room support by experienced teachers, and
matriculation in an accelerated two-year tuition
subsidized master's program that yields com-
plete certification. Candidates must achieve at
least a 3.0 G.P.A.  as an undergraduate in order
to be eligible for both highly-competitive pro-
grams.
BARUCH COLLEGE, NY - Baruch College
participated in Microsoft’s Imagine Cup 2004
Competition, the largest academic competition
hosted by Microsoft. The competition is based
on technology, and this year Microsoft was
looking for “smart” mobile applications built
on .NET, a programming environment. Fifty
teams across the United States, and many more
worldwide, competed for the finals, which will
be held in Brazil. 
This year a group of Baruch students, called
RentBid, went to round two of the Imagine Cup
to present their project. RentBid’s A a r o n
Russell, Tom Difiore and Robert Josefs went to
Princeton University on April 17 to compete.
Some of the other schools that participated
were Cornell, Columbia, MIT, Carnegie
Mellon and Boston. 
Russell stated that the other schools present-
ed some heavy-duty projects. “It was very com-
petitive,” agreed Difiore. RentBid presented
three times and had one of the best projects in
New York State. “Though we didn’t win, it was
an exciting experience. My adrenaline was
pumping all the way through,” said Josefs. 
The RentBid idea was the brainchild of
Russell and Anna Duenas and was inspired by
the Baruch College Entrepreneur Competition
in 2002 as well as a Microsoft .NET class held
at Baruch earlier this year by the CIS Society.
RentBid is an online auction for New York City
apartment rentals.
CIS Society Competes 
for Microsoft Imagine Cup
Baruch’s 2004 Imagine Cup Team. (Photo/ CIS Society)
Do you like to attend Baruch events? 
Would you like to write about them?
If so, e-mail: harbanirana@hotmail.com
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Labrada Nutrition seeks articulate, reliable, outgoing and 
fitness-mined college sophomores or juniors with a     
minimum 3.0 GPA> Must have reliable transportation  
and be able to work 12-20 hours a week.
$10 hour. E-mail resume, photo and cover letter on the 
following, “What Fitness Means to Me and How I Make  
Fitness a Part of My Life” to internships@labrada.com
Classifieds
EDITING
Term papers / doctoral theses edited line-by-line for
proper grammar, clairty, form and relevance to the
assignment. Free consultation. $25 an hour. 212/679-4706.
Romy Franklin
212/679-4706
Events in Baruch
The Israeli Action Committee presents Israel at
Heart
Date: Tuesday, April 27
Time: 12:30 p.m.
Place: 2-125 VC
The I.A.C. is holding an informative, non-polit-
ical, and secular discussion designed to pro-
mote awareness and create understanding about
Israel and its people. Israel at Heart is bringing
students from Israel between the ages of 21 and
27 who will relate their life stories that demon-
strate the diversity within Israeli society.
The Office of the Provost and the Department
of Black and Hispanics Studies pre s e n t s
“Women And Children In Brazil...And Beyond”
Date: Tuesday, April 27
Time: 12:40-2:15 p.m.
Place: 5-160 VC
The guest speaker, Madam da Silva, has a
three-decade long record of advocacy and leg-
islation as a social worker, teacher and politi-
cian on behalf of Afro-Brazilians, women, chil-
dren and the poor in Brazil.
For more information, contact the Department
of Black and Hispanic Studies at 646-312-4440
E u ropean Politics: A Spotlight on the
Netherlands
Date: Tuesday, April 27
Time: 4:00 p.m.
Place: 14-285 VC
For more information, call 212-802-5735.
The School of Public Affairs presents a discus-
sion with Robert P. Baruch, a distant relative of
college benefactor Bernard M. Baruch, and an
elected official in Holland.
Public Policy Breakfast with Police
Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly
Date: Wednesday, April 28
Time: 8:00 a.m.
Place: Newman Conference Center, 7th Floor
at 151 E. 25th Street
Admission: RSVP at 212-808-5735 or
spa_onferences@baruch.cuny.edu.
Police Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly will
discuss the latest security threats, crime, and
other issues facing New Yorkers and our police
department.
Announcements
The United International Student Body has
been formed as a support group for internation-
al students, to address the various problems
they encounter within the institution, and to
broaden the college’s awareness of true multi-
culturalism and diversity. It is looking for a
logo that reflects the multicultural and diverse
nature of the college and is holding a logo com-
petition open to all Baruch students. The dead-
line for submission of entries is May 13, 2004.
For more information, e-mail the club at
U n i t e d _ I n t e r n a t i o n a l _ S t u d e n t s @ h o t m a i l . c o m
or attend its club meetings on Thursdays 12:30-
2:30 p.m. in room 1604, 23rd Street building.
Events at the Baruch Performing Arts
Center
New Georges presents “Three Seconds in the
Key”
Date: April 12 - May 8
Time: Monday thru Saturday, 8 p.m.
Place: Nagelberg Theatre
Admission: $8 tickets for Baruch Students
available within 2 hours of the opening of the
show.
“Three Seconds in the Key” is a play about ill-
ness, filial love, the human body, and basket-
ball.
For more information visit www. n e w
georges.org.
The Alexander String Quartet
Date: Thursday. April 29
Time: 2:45 p.m.
Place: Engelman Recital Hall
Admission: Free. Seating is on a first come,
first serve basis.
Baruch College is hosting The A l e x a n d e r
String Quartet from April 26 through April 29
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. In addition to performing
a concert in Engelman Recital Hall, the Quartet
also appears in classes from a variety of disci-
plines to explore relationships between their
music and other forms of intellectual endeavor.
It is widely admired for its interpretations of
Beethoven and Bartók.
For more information visit www. B e s e n
Arts.com.
The Kolpakov Trio 
Date: Friday, April 30
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Engelman Recital Hall
Admission: Free and open to the public, how-
ever, tickets are required and are available
through the BPAC Box Office.
The Kolpakov Trio, from Moscow, reflects
both the traditional Roma music of the Servo
group (a group of Roma found mostly in Russia
and the Ukraine), as well as years of profes-
sional experience. It has an extensive repertoire
and includes songs that are several hundred
years old. 
For more information visit www. h e a r t h e-
world.org.
Mother’s Day Concert
Date: Sunday, May 9
Time: 3 p.m.
Place: Engelman Recital Hall
Admission: Free tickets available to Baruch
College students at the BPAC box off i c e
Monday through Friday between 12:30 and
2:30 p.m.  Tickets are limited to 4 per student
and are issued on a first come, first serve basis.
All mothers will receive a free flower. In cele-
bration of Mother’s Day, the BPAC is offering
free tickets to a concert of the critically
acclaimed pianist, Raj Bhimani, an internation-
ally acclaimed pianist performing solo and
chamber music in the United States, Canada,
France, Italy, Portugal and India. The concert
features works by Ludwig van Beethoven,
Johannes Brahms, Maurice Ravel and Thérèse
Brenet.
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We Can Only Watch and Wait
The 2004 Undergraduate Student Government presidential election results are in. The votes
cast  by undergraduate students slated Independent candidate Sime Marnika to be the new USG
president effective Fall 2004. Marnika edged out in front of UNITY candidate and incumbent
Adrian Lovell by a slim 18 votes. (Marnika garnered 252 votes while Lovell got 234.) 
As the polls came to a close last Thursday, the calm and quiet atmosphere paled in compari -
son to last year when a crazed five-party frenzy surrounded the polls to hear the results. Both
candidates were present at the poll’s close this year, with a few close friends and confidantes
close by.
The results came in and although many were shocked to see an independent candidate take
this year’s presidential race over the strong credentials of the incumbent, others were elated that
an independent candidate was able to prevail.
USG President-elect Marnika should be congratulated on his win. A student of the Honors
College and a favored member of Baruch’s men’s bastketball team, Marnika surprised many by
showing that one does not necessarily need the backing of a party to shoulder student support.
But with the 2004-2005 USG government already in place, most of whom are in office this
semester, Marnika has his work cut out for him. The current government went uncontested this
year, and with all members running under the political party UNITY, Marnika is now the only
member of the government who is of a different party. It will undoubtedly take an endless sup -
ply of compromise from both sides to be able to work together and make educated and informed
decisions that will impact the student body in the coming academic year.
Some members of the current government may not be altogether happy with Marnika’s win,
but it would be taking the easy way out for any member to relinquish his or her position in the
coming year simply based on that fact. The current USG roster plus the additions for the 2004-
2005 academic year encompass the strongest group of individuals that have taken office in quite
some time. There are many of the right people in the right positions -- students who genuinely
care and who want to exact change. To opt to not serve one’s term because the election did not
go according to plan would be to deny the Baruch undergraduate student body the quality gov -
ernment they deserve.
Incumbent and current USG President Lovell should also be congratulated. Lovell may have
lost his reelection, but he will undoubtedly be remembered by many as “the people’s president.”
Throughout last semester as well as the current semester Lovell has not only shown his unwa -
vering dedication to his position and allegiance to fight for student’s rights, but he has been a
president who can be found on campus at all times speaking to students, faculty and adminis -
tration alike. He, along with the current USG, has accomplished a tremendous amount within
the last two semesters, and has come a long way in trying to meet the needs of the undergradu -
ate student body.
That being said, it is fair to say that Marnika has rather large shoes to fill. Heading a gov -
ernment filled with members of political opposition is difficult enough. But to follow in the foot -
steps and create a name for oneself as a leader after the leadership of Lovell, will be a great
challenge. Being the president of 12,500 undergraduate students is not only rewarding and a
position of great power and notoriety, but it is filled with obstacles, long hours, and plenty of
behind-the-scenes work - much like a full-time job. With all of Marnika’s current commitments,
it is questionable how he will manage to function as a “great” leader while staying abreast of
his other duties.
Marnika has never been in the Baruch spotlight in terms of politics before. He has never held
any senate or board positions on the government, nor does he regularly attend USG meetings.
However, it is quite possible that Marnika has been hiding his political skills and may indeed
turn out to be a great leader. The only thing we as students can do is simply to watch and wait. 
“I feel great.  This is the highest of the high.  I can’t wait to get into office and
make some changes.”
- Sime Marnika
USG President Elect
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The Ticker Op-Ed Welcomes Your Thoughts!
Textbooks Crush Students
I am sure most students as well as some pro-
fessors would agree that the exorbitant prices
for textbooks are ridiculous.  When I purchase
my textbooks, and especially when I return
them for cash, I strongly feel that I am being
ripped off!  
With tuition increases, the decrease of finan-
cial aid availability and other cost factors asso-
ciated with living in the metropolitan area,
these escalating book prices are a financial bur-
den that I, a working-class student, cannot
afford. Publishers unnecessarily inflate text-
book prices, and the buyback is too low.
Something must be done!
A recent survey conducted by the University
of California, the California Student Public
Interest Research Group, and the Oregon
Student Public Interest Research Group showed
that a student now pays an average of $900 a
year for textbooks.  In contrast, a 1997 UC
study found that students paid on average $642
a year during the 1996-1997 academic year.
“Compounded with the overall recent increases
in tuition and other college costs, we are
increasingly concerned for our students’ ability
to either pay for college or to fully take advan-
tage of all the educational opportunities avail-
able to them while in college,” said Rep. Carol
Liu (D-La Canada-Flintridge) who has intro-
duced legislation in California to curb unneces-
sary textbook prices.
Why are we really paying these ridiculous
prices?  Is it that new editions provide vital and
current information as well as teaching/tutoring
materials?  No.  According to a report found on
www.CALPIRGstudents.org, publishers artifi-
cially drive up textbook prices by making min-
imal changes to new editions.  Seventy-six per-
cent of faculty members who participated in the
survey said that the new edition textbooks are
unnecessary and sixty-five percent said that
they did not think that the add-ons were useful
and “rarely to never” use additional materials.
Most professors at Baruch would agree. 
For example, an inspection of ‘Calculus:
Early: Transcendental,’ published by Thomson
Learning, revealed only cosmetic changes
between the current edition  (2003) and the pre-
vious edition (1999).  However, the  new edi-
tion sold for $130 while used copies of the pre-
vious editions were priced between $20 and
$90.   
What evidence is there that would justify the
price increase from an old edition to a new one?
Certain professors (who shall remain nameless)
have actually said to me that there are NO dif-
ferences in content, but rather in arrangement
of the content.  Let’s take math for example.
No new methods for solving a mathematical
equation been discovered recently, so why is
there a huge price difference from an old text-
book compared to a new one?  If the anatomy
of the information does not change, then why
should the price?    
Another thing that “gets my goat” is the fact
that certain professors insist on using the latest
editions. The reason  students are “required” to
purchase the latest editions is that professors
get kickbacks.  According to a professor, for
every book sold a percentage goes to the pro-
fessor.  Some professors have arrangements
with book authors and publishers, and if they
change the terms of the arrangement, such as
suggest an alternative or old book, they don’t
get their bonus.  
The other thing that really angers me is the
buyback rates and policies that the bookstore
offers.  My blood boils when at the end of the
semester I sell back my books to the bookstore
and receive practically nothing in return, only
to discover that the following semester the
same book was sold to another student for sev-
enty-five percent of the original price I paid.  I
am being cheated...we are all being cheated!
Should I be happy that the bookstore is gra-
cious enough to buy back the book and that I at
least am getting something?  Heck NO! 
I urge students to voice their opinions because
if we don’t we will continue to be financially
raped by the educational system that claims to
be the facilitator of an affordable education.    
Beginning April 29, 2004, a group of students
and I will be posting flyers, conducting sur-
veys, handing out questionnaires and providing
students with alternative routes for purchasing
affordable textbooks.  Our findings will be pre-
sented to The Auxiliary Enterprise Corporation,
who I believe has the buying authority for the
college bookstore, as well as the administra-
tion.  For additional information please visit
http://bookripoff.tripod.com.
Editor’s Note — To make textbooks at better
prices available to  students, the Accounting
Society of Baruch holds a book exchange dur -
ing the first week of classes every semester. It is
always held on the third floor in room 3-210.
Students can sell their books at their own prices
by leaving them with the Society, which sells
them to buyers for a five percent commission.
Students find this a very useful resource and
often find new editions being sold for much less
than the bookstore prices.
JENNY MARTINEZAre You Kidding?
DAN MARCHIONE
It occurs to me that there are moments in
everyone’s lives when all they can think is
“Are You Kidding?”  Take for example Boston
Red Sox former manager Grady Little in last
year’s baseball playoffs.  Leaving an obviously
tired pitcher in a decisive playoff game left
fans across the nation in disbelief. It is
moments like these that I would like to enter-
tain you with this week.
Upon my admittance to Baruch College I was
overly impressed by what was being touted as
“a campus contained in a single building.” The
student body has become accustomed to the
amenities provided to us in the Ve r t i c a l
Campus since it opened - from the elevators
that rush students to the upper floors in seconds
to high-tech classrooms that provide a unique
learning experience for all.  However, we still
lack some basic accompaniments that shoul
help some of our students with disabilities.  
Many of you may have noticed (although
likely most have not) that all rooms in the VC
have a plaque outside the room with the room
number both in alphanumeric form as well as
in Braille.  It is a necessary distinction needed
for our fellow students who are unable to see.
But take a walk by room 3-150 sometime and
try to read the Braille on that room’s plaque or
enjoy trying to read the Braille on the bath-
rooms on the thirteenth floor.  It has been
brought to my attention by fellow students that
these rooms have plaques with printed tags that
contain the Braille symbols.  Now I do not
know how many of you have read Braille
before but it happens to be IMPOSSIBLE to
read it off a normal sheet of paper.   I assume it
must be related to budget cuts that someone
figured printing the symbols was good enough.
To whoever made that decision, I say—Are
You Kidding?
Now take a moment, close your eyes, and
think about Thursdays at around 2:30 in the
afternoon.  Imagine you need to get to class on
the eleventh floor. You rush yourself into the
building but not before you need ten minutes to
figure out why your ID card is not working on
the turnstiles, again! You then run to catch an
escalator to the second floor, only you need to
take the stairs because the escalators aren’t run-
ning today, again.  Once it has taken you fif-
teen minutes to get from “Smoker’s
Row”(a.k.a. the entrance to the VC) to the ele-
vator bank, the next surprise hits you.  There is
a sea of students.  Not just a sea, an OCEAN of
students waiting for the elevators.  The true fun
begins when you try to catch one of these ele-
vators.  If you feel like a pinball when you try
to reach the elevator door, you are not alone!
Yet, if you are one of the lucky ones who make
it to an opening elevator door you face a dis-
concerting sight when the doors open on the
second floor and the elevator is already full.  So
after you get into an elevator and are forced
squeeze in there like cattle going to the slaugh-
terhouse, you will get one last piece of joy.
There is one person in the back of the elevator
who has waited 20 minutes to get on and now
needs to shove through the dozens of people in
the elevator to get off at the fifth floor.
Considering that it is only three floors above
where the elevator picked this person up, I
say—Are You Kidding? 
Due to space and time restrictions I will have
to limit the pet peeves for this week.  However,
I would like to give out a few more small “Are
You Kidding?” awards.  To people who see you
after you got a haircut and ask “Did you get a
haircut?” To the gas station attendant I drove
up to the other day with a flat that asked, “Pop
your tire?”  And finally to anybody who falls
into any of the aforementioned categories and
is offended by my views I ask—Are You
Kidding?
Eleven Honest Students 
Wronged On Tuesday
HARBANI RANA
How Desperate Is the Military?
JENNIFER BLECHER
This past Tuesday morning I saw a man set-
ting up shop near the elevators with cans of
spray paint. He was actually a hired gun of the
U.S. Army hired to entice students to divulge
personal information and let themselves
become targets for recruiters.
At any rate, the ploy worked, because the line
to get an Army T-shirt spray painted was huge
and the recruiting table actually ran out of T-
shirts before lunch time, leaving them to resort
to handing out water bottles. I too got a water
bottle and gladly filled out a card; but I’m
already a reservist, so it doesn’t affect me.
Before I go on to talk about how desperate
our recruiters must be to resort to these sorts of
tactics to recruit soldiers, let me begin by
informing everyone that you were actually
done a favor last week. The law states that any
college receiving public money must divulge
students’ contact information to the military, so
they really didn’t need to give you nice T-shirts
to get your information. It was more of a cour-
tesy, or maybe even a filtering device, so that
when they call you can’t really get upset. (Of
course, some students didn’t give their real
names or phone numbers.)
But what is really going on with the Army
today? I see them here all the time and no one
ever visits their table. So essentially the whole
idea of money for college (well we’re already
in school so I don’t see how that helps) and
fighting for your country aren’t good selling
points. They were here for a brief period after
9/11, when the whole country was feeling
patriotic, but no longer so. 
So what does the Army do? They hire some
graffiti artist off the street to make their “Yo
soy el Army” T-shirts look cool. Now they’ve
got your attention and can sic their recruiters on
you. I’m sure no one there actually talked to
anyone about what the Army was really about.
Leave that for the one-on-one meetings you’ll
have when some recruiter shows up at your
house (I’ve had it happen to me twice.) This is
a pathetic, disgraceful tactic if I’ve ever seen
one. 
Equally pathetic is the fact that they come to
a college that prides itself on its diversity, and
they show up with some “Yo soy el Army”
gear. What ever happened to “Army of One?”
(I must admit that that slogan is terrible, but at
least it’s in English.) Yes, people at Baruch
actually do speak English. Is this some dumb
attempt to look cool, like when parents try to
talk to their children in slang? They just ended
up looking like fools.
Finally, the U.S. Army is supposed to be the
most formidable, technologically advanced
army in the world. A force to be reckoned with.
What does it say about us when we pull some
kind of Hansel-and-Gretel enticement scheme
to increase the ranks? Candy anyone?
I just came back from standing almost two
hours in a line and achieving nothing. 
At 11 a.m. I collected a free T-shirt from an
Army representative who was handing them
out to people so they would complete a form
for the U.S. Army. I filled out the form, took
the T-shirt, went to class, and at 12:15 PM I
joined the line of people waiting to get their T-
shirt done. There weren’t too many people, 20
at the most. I figured that a maximum wait of
an hour would still be worth it. I saw many stu-
dents cutting in front and joining their friends
in line. A population of students surrounded the
painter and the line was not moving at all. I
could not move from my place in line and so I
could not go in front and even say anything
about the misconduct that was occurring right
in front of me or I would have no hope of get-
ting my work done at all. 
The end result: at 2 p.m., the painter sudden-
ly decided to pack up and leave, while the stu-
dents who honestly waited in line were
deprived of what they deserved. There were
about 10 other students who could not get it
done because the painter decided to leave.
Before he left, he had the nerve to tell us that if
we wanted him to do our work, we should ask
the organizers to bring him back. We did not
waste two hours in line to waste more time
some other day and ask the same organization
that has no organizational skills to organize
another such event. 
Why is it that many others who came after me
got their T-shirts spray-painted and I was told
that I could not get it done? It is because there
was no one handling the number of people who
were cutting the line that had formed to get the
work done. Even when the painter tried to
organize the people into a line, he did it half-
heartedly and did not really care for those of us
who were actually in line. He was just painting
for anyone he saw first. That encouraged peo-
ple to dissolve the line into a circle and push
their T-shirts forward, and the reason they
could do this is because there was nothing stop-
ping them. 
Why were the line-cutters rewarded for their
unethical behavior and the people waiting in
line punished for their integrity? The organiz-
ers should answer this question.
There were too many people involved in this
event for it to be so poorly organized. When
such an attraction is set up and it is free, it is
expected that numerous students will want to
take part in it. There should have been a mod-
erator that made sure people who came first
would get their T-shirts painted first. Also, so
many T-shirts should not have been given out if
there was no way that the painter could have
completed working on them. 
I wasted my precious time waiting in line to
get a T-shirt spray-painted, and my determina-
tion to have something done kept me waiting
that long, only because I expected to get some-
thing in return. 
It is the principle of the matter, not the size of
the matter that deserves attention. Next time
such an event is organized, there should be a
way of making sure that it is fair to those stu-
dents who are actually orderly in their behav-
ior.
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By Z A N E TA R E I D
Arts Editor
L e t ’s just say the hip-hop movement, well,
did not exactly move me.  And I do not close-
ly indulge in the likes of rap phenoms such as
Biggie, Tupac, Nas, and Jay-Z. Music in my
ears is more like The Smashing Pumpkins,
C o l d p l a y, The Chemical Brothers and even a
share of The Beatles. But even though rap
music may not be my particular weapon of
choice, this does not prevent me from accept-
ing good music that reaches far beyond my
genre of choice.  Italian-American rapper
Kain Cioffie has enough skill and lyrical
competency to take even the most avid hater
of hip-hop/rap music and make them do a
complete 360 degree turnaround. 
The fairy tale began back in 2000 when
Kain had the opportunity of meeting with
s u p e r-producer and CEO of Ty B u
Entertainment Ty Fyffe.  Fyffe has his own
impressive list of accomplishments including
his first major hit “Rump Shaker” with Te d d y
R i l e y, helping to launch Kain Cioff i e ’s career,
as well as being one of the original members
of the mega-producing Neptunes. With all of
these feats at hand, it is no surprise that Fyff e
would be the man to land Cioffie his major
record deal with Sean “P. Diddy” Combs
record label Bad Boy Entertainment in 2001.
But the fairy tale did not end there.
Bad Boy Entertainment, notorious for sign-
ing artists to their label only to have them
wait unprecedented amounts of time before
their album is released, pulled a similar act of
C i o ffie. The duo worked on putting out an
album that would get Cioffie signed to a
major label. When the album “Hard W h i t e ”
had been completed, the only task left was
getting it released to the public. Cioffie had
been signed to the Bad Boy label for nearly
three years and still no album had been
released even though it had been finished
back in 2001. Cioffie made the ultimate deci-
sion about a month ago to break away from
Bad Boy Entertainment and seek another
record label that is willing to meet his needs.
C i o ffie, hailing from Flushing, Queens, can
easily be described as one of New York City’s
best lyricists.  But I would be willing to take
it even a step further and grant Cioffie the
title of being one of the best in the industry.
C i o ffie has already caused a stir in the rap
game.  He performed alongside Dream,
D e s t i n y ’s Child, 3LW, Nelly, and Eve in the
2001 T R L To u r, has been featured on hit
songs “And We” with Foxy Brown, G-Depp,
Loon, P. D i d d y, and Craig Mack from the
“Barber Shop” soundtrack, “Let’s Get It”with
G-Depp, Mark Curry, Loon, P. D i d d y, and
Black Rod from “The Saga Continues”
album, “The American Dream” from the
“ Training Day” soundtrack and many more
a p p e a r a n c e s .
If you have been lucky enough to get your
hands on any of Cioff i e ’s material, then con-
sider yourself blessed.  My favorite tracks by
him are from “The Last Don” mixtape.
“Game Over”, “Warrior”, and “Fear and
Love” are catchy enought to entice the ears of
any listener but still gritty enough to retain its
street credibility.  These days when your
looks are more important than your actual
music, Cioffie manages to deliver smooth
lyrics upon lyrics on top of a pulsating beat.
The mix is close to if not intoxicating.
I may not be a fortune teller and I certainly
cannot see into the future, but if my ears have
served me right, then I strongly believe that
Kain Cioffie is going to be the next big artist
to shake the industry up. Plus, Cioffie does
not venture alone, there is a whole Cioff i e
Crime Family consisting of childhood
friends, Sharky, Lynx, and hype man blaze.
And the whole race factor, who cares if he’s
white?  Cioffie proves that skill does not
reside in your skin color but rather your abil-
ity to effectively deliver lyrics.  Who knows,
maybe Cioffie will be so big that he replaces
that other ridiculously famous white rapper
Emine- what’s his name again?
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Is the Hip-Hop Industry Ready 
For Kain Cioffe?
If You Want Food With an 
Italian Flair Piccolo Delivers
Church Street Boxing Gym 
Produces Great Results
By ARTYOM MALKOV and
MICHAEL MILLER
Contributing Writers
As you walk down Third Avenue, you will
probably notice a small place called Piccolo.
The cozy restaurant features a friendly layout,
atmospheric music and decorations that make
you feel that you’re actually dining in Italy. A
traditional Italian meal can be as simple as a
plate of pasta, a salad and some fruit, but
Piccolo shows the more elaborate side of
Italian dining.
The first part of the meal was an appetizer
served in the form of the soup of the day. I
couldn’t figure it out, and after asking a friend-
ly waiter for assistance, it turned out to be car-
rots and ginger grinded in an deliciously exqui-
site mix. If you want to try something exotic, I
would highly suggest this pure soup. 
Another appetizer I tried was the Zuppa de
Mascols, or mussels seasoned in white wine
with slight additions of chopped tomatoes. It
was so well prepared, you would not have been
able to pry me away from my plate with a
crowbar. While the mussels were delicious by
themselves, the white wine sauce adds an ele-
gant flavor that, although common in many
Italian restaurants, builds anticipation for the
main course. 
The main course called Spezatino, consisted
of generous chunks of beef soaked in red wine
and combined with fettuccine. This platter
brought new meaning to the word pasta, and
left me full and golly.
My dining partner decided to try the pasta of
the day, which consisted of linguine, veal,
mushrooms, peas, and chopped tomatoes cov-
ered in garlic sauce and white wine sauce.  The
linguine was fantastic and the veal was cooked
to perfection—not too rare. The mushrooms
and chopped tomatoes were a satisfying addi-
tion to the meal, but the peas were slightly
undercooked and I found them to be rather
unnecessary. The plentiful main course may
however leave some diners’ appetites so overly
satisfied, they may lose their craving for any
more food. 
The meal climaxed with a dessert of caramel
custard, which was a caramel pudding in liquid
caramel with whipped cream on the side.
Assembled into a masterpiece, it was not only
pleasing to the palate but to the eyes as well.
My partner tried the slice of layered chocolate
cake which included a small portion of light
whipped cream and was also surrounded by
strawberry and vanilla cream as a garnish.
Though this plate is simply called “chocolate
cake” on the menu, its richness makes it
deserving of its own name.
The service flowed smoothly from start to fin-
ish. From the appetizers to the main dish not a
beat was skipped. Piccolo has a friendly staff,
the unbeatable atmosphere of Italy and food
that will leave you hungering for more. 
For all of this, one would expect the price to
be through the roof. On the contrary though, the
meals were very reasonable. An entire meal
will cost you roughly $20 with lunch being
even more affordable, running you about $13.
For great food and an excellent atmosphere,
be sure to check out Piccolo located at 226
Third Avenue, between 19th and 20th streets. 
Hip-Hop artist Kain Cioffie has been performing for over 11 years and is scheduled to debut
his LP “Hard White” this year. (Photo/ Kapture Life)
Outside of Piccolo Restaurant located at
226 Third Ave. (Photo/ chelseadining.com)
Interior of The Church Street Boxing Gym  (Photo/ Zaneta Reid)
By ZANETA REID
Arts Editor
Tired of pilates, Tae-Bo, and other over-done
hard-to-pronounce workouts that do not give
you the results you need? Then boxing may just
be the change that your body longs for. Boxing
is a total body workout that teaches discipline,
strength, and courage.  And in New York City,
the best place to train alongside experts as well
as other students is the Church Street Boxing
Gym.  
The Church Street Boxing Gym was estab-
lished in 1997, and it has come a long way
since its founding. The staff is friendly, helpful,
and willing to work with each person to meet
the unique needs of their fitness and body
goals.  Besides the boxing ring, punching bags,
and other boxing-related accessories, the
Church Street Boxing Gym also has a full gym
at your disposal.
Your average workout here will start off with
either jumping rope or running around the gym
for cardio. After that various punching bag rou-
tines and boxing stances will be practiced.  All
the time you are working out, a skilled and pro-
fessional trainer will guide you in your work-
out.  This is a wonderful experience for begin-
ners as well as professionals.
The great thing about this gym is that you
never feel pressured to compete if you don’t
want to. If a great workout that leaves you ener-
getic and in shape is what you want then the
gym would work for you. People from all
walks of life, ages, and both genders attend this
gym, so you will never feel intimidated.
The Church Street Boxing Gym also offers an
array of membership options as well as a 15
percent discount for Baruch students. Do not
miss this opportunity to shape your body and
change your life.
Church Street Boxing Gym
25 Park Place
New York, NY 10007
(212) 571- 1333
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WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
(10-8 Overall, 8-4 CUNYAC)
4/15 – Maher Pitches No-Hitter Versus
Brooklyn
Sophomore pitcher Kathy Maher pitched a
no-hitter in a 15-0 rout of Brooklyn College.
Maher struck out eight batters and received ter-
rific run support from her teammates that
enabled Baruch to win the game after five
innings due to the mercy rule.
Baruch, which had every player but one
score, exploded for 10 runs in the third inning
of the conference win.  Maher batted 2-for-4
with a single and a home run, while Rose
Tejada added a double, two RBIs, and a run
scored. Leidy Nunez went 1-for-2 with a sin-
gle, RBI, stolen base, and a run scored.
MEN’S BASEBALL
(1-11 Overall, 1-7 CUNYAC)
4/17 - Baruch Drops Doubleheader to
D'Youville 
The baseball team lost a doubleheader to
D'Youville in a conference match up played on
a Saturday afternoon in Buffalo, New York.
Baruch led early in game one by the score of 2-
1, but a three run inning (two runs unearned) in
the fourth by D'Youville gave them the go-
ahead lead they would never relinquish.
Baruch’s Angelo Manniello hit a home run in
the fifth inning to cut D'Youville's lead to 4-3,
but it was not enough as D'Youville won their
first game of the season.
J.T. Quadrino (2-for-3, RBI, SB), Alberto
Nieves (two hits, SB), Nick Balalis (two hits,
double, SB), and Paul Alfano (double) all
recorded hits for the Bearcats.
Sean Collins pitched the complete game win
for the hosts allowing nine hits and striking out
three. 
In the second game, the hosts won 8-3 to
sweep the doubleheader.  Baruch managed only
three hits and failed to take advantage of five
players reaching base on errors and five other
players reaching base after getting hit by a
pitch. 
They jumped to a 3-0 lead in the top of the
first inning, but saw that lead disappear in the
fourth inning as D'Youville came back with
four runs for a 4-3 lead.  They could have
scored more, but terrific defensive plays by
Thomas Russo and Quadrino kept the damage
to a minimum.  D'Youville scored three runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning to put the game
away.
Russo had a single and double, while
Quadrino walked twice and stole a base to lead
Baruch.
Collins, the winning pitcher in the first game,
returned in the sixth inning and picked up the
save. 
4/15 – Bearcats Baseball  Wins First Game
of the Season
Sophomore pitcher Mike Etkin pitched more
than five innings of solid relief to give Baruch
their first win of the baseball season with a 7-5
game one victory against Cazenovia in the dou-
bleheader conference play.  Etkin entered the
game in the top of the first inning with bases
loaded, no outs, and Baruch down 3-0. He
struck out the side and would go on to strike
out nine total batters through the sixth inning to
pick up his first college win.
Baruch received terrific support in the come-
back win with J.T. Quadrino batting 3-for-3
(walk, three runs scored), while Alberto Nieves
(winning RBI) and Charles Dantone each bat-
ted 2-for-3.
In the second game, Cazenovia defeated
Baruch 17-4.  Baruch was led by Quadrino
again as he batted 1-for-2 with two runs scored,
an RBI, and a stolen base.
The doubleheader was played at Keystone
College in Scranton, Pennsylvania. The two
schools tried on two previous occasions to play
the doubleheader in New York City and upstate
New York, but the weather forced the post-
ponement each time.  As a result, they decided
to meet halfway in Scranton since the schedule
of school classes did not allow for any
overnight trips.
WEEKLY CUNYAC AWARD
WINNERS FROM BARUCH
(Week of April 19th)
SOFTBALL
CUNYAC Pitcher of the Week- Kathy Maher
Kathy Maher was named the CUNYAC
Pitcher of the Week for the third time this sea-
son,   Maher, a graduate of James Madison
High School, was dominant in two victories
against Brooklyn and Lehman finishing 2-0
with a 0.58 ERA.
The sophomore fired a no-hitter against
Brooklyn and fanned eight batters. She was in
complete command the whole way as she did
not allow a walk in the 5.0 inning game. 
The Brooklyn native followed that up with a
13-strikeout outing against Lehman and
allowed only one run on seven hits and a walk
in 7.0 innings of work. 
Maher previously won Pitcher of the Week on
March 22 and April 5. 
CUNYAC Player of the Week- Rose Tejada
Rose Tejada hit .438 (7-for-16), scored seven
runs, and drove in five for the Bearcats in win-
ning her first-ever Player of the Week award. 
The Manhattan native went 4-for-5 in the dou-
bleheader split with SUNY-Old Westbury and
scored four runs. 
In the opener, the Bergtraum graduate went 2-
for-3 with an RBI and was 2-for-2 (double,
triple) in the nightcap. She followed that up
with a two-run double against Brooklyn and
finished the week by going 2-for-7 with an RBI
in the sweep of Lehman. 
Tejada also displayed terrific defense
throughout the week as catcher.
BASEBALL
CUNYAC Pitcher of the Week- Mike Etkin
Sophomore pitcher Mike Etkin was named
the CUNYAC Pitcher of the Week. 
The native of Brooklyn came up huge out of
the bullpen last week, delivering the Bearcats
their first victory of the season with 6.2 innings
of terrific relief work. 
He entered the game in the top of the first
inning with bases loaded, nobody out, and
Baruch down, 3-0. He struck out the side to get
out of the jam. 
The rest of the way he allowed only five hits
and one earned run, while fanning nine total
batters and walking just two to get his first col-
lege win as Baruch upset Cazenovia, 7-5. 
Etkin also struck out four batters and allowed
just a run in 2.1 innings of work against
D'Youville on Saturday to finish the week with
an outstanding 1.55 ERA. 
*All the information in “Baruch Sport s
Briefs” is provided by Baruch Sport s
Information and the Baruch College
Intercollegiate Athletics website.
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/athletics
Compiled By: PETER KWON
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Athlete Profile of the
Week: Kathy Maher
W O M E N ’S  S O F T BA L L
By PETER KWON
Circulation Manager
Kathy Maher’s Bearcat Profile
Name: Kathy Maher
Birthplace: Brooklyn, NY
Date of Birth: September 14, 1984
Family: Mother – Maureen, Father – John Sr.,
Older Brother – John Jr.
Current Baruch Status: Sophomore
Major: Accounting 
G.P.A. – 3.93
High-School: James Madison (Brooklyn)
Softball Position: Pitcher/Outfielder
Bats/Throws: Right-Handed
Jersey Number: 20
Achievements/Honors:
-Currently a member of the CUNY Honors
College.
-Named CUNY Athletic Conference Pitcher of
the Week three times in 2004.
-PSAL Brooklyn All-Star in 2001 and 2002.  
-PSAL All-City First Team in 2001 and 2002.  
-Runner-up to the Pegasus Player of the Year in
2001.  
-Career high .650 batting average in 2002 and
a 1.30 ERA in 2001.  
-Graduated third in her high school class.
Kathy’s List of Favorites
Baruch Subject: Accounting
Beverage: Diet Coke
Ice Cream: Chocolate
Hobby: Working Out
Sport (excluding Softball): Swimming
Professional Athlete: Derek Jeter 
Television Show: Friends
Friends Actor: Matt LeBlanc (Joey)
By her business-like demeanor on the pitch -
ing mound, one might get the wrong first
impression about Baruch’s ace softball pitcher,
Kathy Maher.  Prior to releasing one of her
many strikes, the Marine Park native and
CUNY honors student looks like she is going to
– all at once - scream at a boring accounting
professor, grumble about the low tips she may
be receiving at her Brooklyn Italian Restaurant
job, or about to get behind the wheel to con -
template running over an ex-boyfriend while
playing Eamon’s “I Don’t Want You Back.”
When number 20 is on her A game, she has a
determined presence that both uplifts her tight-
knit team and brings fear to the opposing bat -
ters.   
Kathy's James Madison high school softball
team was the Brooklyn Division Champs three
straight years in 2000, 2001, and 2002.  In
2001, her team was also runner-up in the PSAL
City Championships.
Recently honored for the third time this sea -
son as CUNY Athletic Conference’s Pitcher of
the Week, everyone who knows Kathy will real -
ize she is as fierce a competitor on the diamond
as she is in her studies.  But off the mound, her
sweet and charming persona shows the sopho -
more’s gentler side that very much balances
her personality.
This will be part one of our interview with one
of Baruch’s top student-athletes, Bearcats soft -
ball ace, Kathy Maher.
Ticker Sports: You kind of have this glare,
kind of like you are really serious when you are
on the mound.   
Kathy Maher: Yeah!
TS: And you ever see the way former Yankees
and current Houston Astros pitcher A n d y
Pettitte pitches. 
KM: Yeah!
TS: He’s got the hat down.  He’s kind of like
“Grrrr!”
KM: All serious.
TS: Yeah!  So has anyone ever told you you
have sort of the same menacing glare as Andy
Pettitte has? 
KM: No one ever actually said Andy Pettitte,
but it’s really funny that you mentioned that
because we had our game [recently] at
Brooklyn College and I am having a really
good game and we were winning by, I don’t
even know how many runs.  Well the last, end-
ing score was 15-0 so you know it was a great
day.
TS: Sure.
KM: And the umpire that was in the field came
over to our second baseman and was like,
“Does your pitcher ever smile?”
TS and KM: «laughs»
KM: And she was like, “Oh, she’s in the zone.
Don’t bother her.”  It’s like when something is
so serious to me, besides even softball, I am
just a very competitive person to begin with. 
TS: Right.
KM: So for the other team to even score a run,
it gets under my skin.  So I always am really
focused on what I am doing.
TS: Does it ever feel like you show up your
teammates whenever you don’t get a pitch
called in your favor by the umpire?
KM: Yeah.  Everything is absolutely written on
my face, which can be good or can sometimes
be bad too.  Because ever since I was always
little, my mom was always like, “You can
never hide your feelings.  Everything is always
written on your face.”
TS: Yeah! Right!
KM: So it’s bad sometimes because you know
everyone makes mistakes and the umpire will
make a bad call and people will make a bad
play.
TS: Right.  It is part of the game.
KM: Yeah!  It’s all part of the game, so it’s all
in good fun and all in good nature.  
TS: Okay. Your number is 20?
KM: Yeah.
TS: Why do you wear number 20?
KM: Well when I was a freshman in high
school, I made varsity as a freshman and as a
freshman on varsity you get last in everything.   
TS: Sure.
KM: So everyone picked all their numbers and
I got stuck with the extra large pants and extra
«giggles» large shirts.  And there were like
three numbers left, so I just picked number 20.
And then it stuck and when I came here, I don’t
know if someone had it, but Jose was just like,
“Don’t worry you will have your number 20.”
Because it just stuck in my four years in high
school.  
TS: Were you big on sports during high school
besides softball?
KM: Yeah.  I played four years of varsity soft-
ball and four years of varsity swimming.  So I
have always been involved with athletics, ever
since I was little.  When I was little, I played
tennis.  I played soccer, swimming, softball.
So, just when you got to high school, you had
to choose two sports.  
TS: Right.
KM: Softball was always going to be my
spring sport.  And in the fall, I decided to do
swimming instead of soccer because I just
liked it more.  I have always been involved.  I
have always been on the field somewhere.      
TS: Well when you were little then, how did
you first become involved with sports?
KM: My parents got me involved in every-
thing, just to see what I would like.  
TS: Did your parents play too when they were
younger?
KM: I think my mom didn’t.  Well, my mom
swam, that was about it.  She was a swimmer,
but not serious, not very athletic or very into it.
My dad never played in high school, but they
both were always involved in it.  My dad is the
president of the little leagues.
TS: And they like watching sports.
KM: Yeah, so it was just basically getting me
involved in this, this, this, this and that and let’s
see what I like.  I danced for awhile, so I basi-
cally did everything.  Then I stuck with what I
like the most, which was softball, my passion.     
Part II of Kathy Maher’s profile will be 
continued in the next issue of The Ticker
Pitching ace on the Baruch women’s
softball team: Kathy Maher. (Photo/ Peter
Kwon)
Upcoming Baruch Bearcats Sports Schedule
Sport When Opponent Where
Men’s Sat.   5/1 @ 11 a.m. CUNYAC Semifinals TBA
Baseball Sun.  5/2 @ 6 p.m. CUNYAC Championship TBA
Women’s Mon. 4/26 @ 4 p.m. York (Quarterfinals) Baruch
Softball Wed. 4/28 @ 2/4:30 p.m. CUNYAC Semifinals CSI
Fri.   4/30 @ 4 p.m. CUNYAC Championship CSI
BEARCAT PROWLINGS
APRIL 26, 2004
Cardinals and Lightning Become Latest
Victims of Bearcats’ Undefeated Streak 
Calling All
Bearcat Fans!
Come Support Baruch
During the Playoff s :
Softball- 4/26, 4/28, 4/30
Tennis- 5/7, 5/8 
F o r complete playoff 
information, visit: 
http://www.baruch.cuny.
edu/athletics
W O M E N ’ S  S O F T B A L L
Power Pitching From Maher and
Stamatiades Overwhelms Lehman Batters
By PETER KWON
Circulation Manager
With the playoffs around the corner, the
Baruch softball team seems to be hitting their
stride at just the right time.  Behind the power-
pitching duo of Kathy Maher and A l l y
Stamatiades, the Bearcats flexed their muscles
and posted a 6-4, 8-0 conference doubleheader
sweep over Lehman at their home, East River
Park in lower Manhattan.  The two star hurlers
were the difference on this beautiful Saturday,
April 17 day, as the Lightning hitters routinely
looked overmatched in the batter box against
Baruch’s version of ‘fire and ice.’
“It’s just great to have two power pitchers like
them, especially since all of our games are dou-
bleheaders,” said Baruch softball head coach
Jose Negroni. “And the thing is they are both
underclassmen.  You are talking about a fresh-
man (Stamatiades) and sophomore (Maher), so
you know they are just going to get better with
experience and with just playing in college.  It’s
going to be a joy having them both for a couple
more years.”
With the two victories, Baruch’s overall
record crept two games over the .500 mark at
10-8.  Their CUNYAC standing improved to a
respectable 8-4 mark.  
In the first game, Maher followed up her no-
hitter performance against Brooklyn College
two days earlier with a nine-strikeout, complete
game effort against Lehman.  Her best inning
came in the third, during which she got all three
opposing batters whiffing at the third strike.  
“I was very happy with my pitching because
I thought all my pitches were working,” said
the fiery Maher.  “Changeups, curves were
working.  I was just happy they only scored one
unearned run.  That was my biggest thing.”
If Maher’s pitching rated a B, then
Stamatiades second game effort was worthy of
an A.  Number 33 was outstanding in her 8-0
shutout as she only needed to pitch five innings
due to the Bearcats being able to invoke the
softball mercy rule.  Stamatiades struck out five
and looked in complete control throughout the
game.    
“I feel a little more comfortable on the
mound,” commented a cool Stamatiades.  “In
the beginning of the season, I was a little shaky,
out of practice, but now I feel a little better.”
“Ally started off the season slow, but she has
really progressed well,” said coach Negroni.  “I
think it’s just really key to have another pitcher
in case something happens, God forbid.  You
know there was a collision at first with Kathy.
If we lose her, we at least now know that Ally
can step up and just fill in her shoes.”  
The collision Negroni referred to involving
Maher happened in the third inning of the sec-
ond game.  Number 20 placed a sacrifice bunt
down to advance the runner at first, and with
Lehman’s freshman hurler, Olga Torres, over-
throwing the routine putout, Maher’s face col-
lided with the first baseman.  Baruch’s sopho-
more star showed her toughness and resiliency
by staying in the game and eventually scoring
the second run to highlight a four-run Bearcat
inning.
In the 6-4 first game victory, junior first base-
man Nicole Errico batted 2-for-3 with a run and
RBI, while freshman outfielder Leidy Nunez
accounted for two runs scored, including an
RBI.  In the 8-0 romp, junior second baseman
Nathalie Laureano had two RBIs, while fellow
junior third baseman Alexis Burnett scored two
runs and one RBI. 
While the Bearcats played shoddy on the field
for Maher’s victory, the softball team played
strong defense in Stamatiades’ shutout, and
clinched the second game win on a terrific
defensive play by Laureano.
“They back me up,” said Stamatiades about
her teammates.  “I let [the opposing team] hit
the ball and they’re behind me.”
On hand at the games were Men’s head bas-
ketball coach Ray Rankis and Assistant Coach
Machli Joseph.  Both were in attendance to
show their support for the softball team.  When
Rankis called out “Ally” several times with the
Bearcats batting in the second game, the preco-
cious freshman shot back a smile and flexed
her left arm from the Baruch bench to let every-
one know she was in cruise control.
Another bizarre incident that featured Maher
running to first took place in the bottom of the
fifth of the first game.  With three runs already
plated for a 6-2 Bearcats advantage and Burnett
on third, number 20 was called out at first for
interfering with the defensive play made.
Burnett was also ruled out by the home plate
umpire due to Maher’s interference, resulting
in what had to be one of the weirdest double
plays ever called.
“They said I interfered, but I’m running in the
baseline,” remarked Maher.  “I don’t know
where they expected me to go.  Yes, I did run
into the girl, but there’s nowhere else I’m
going. I’m running to first.  I’m not going to
stop.  I think it was grounded to third and then
[the Lehman third baseman] threw it over.   I
just kept running and they said I interfered with
the play at home.”
“I think today was a step in the right direc-
tion,” said Negroni.  “All season we have been
splitting, splitting.  We could never finish off a
team or they would take the first game and we
had to come back in the second game.  So today
was very important.”
Both the Bearcats softball head coach and one
half of the Ally-Kat dynamic duo, with the sea-
son winding down, had their eyes on the con-
ference playoffs.
“We played well,” started Negroni, “just to
get a better position for the playoffs, just for the
team’s confidence to win two games, to know
that they can win two games.  I think overall, as
we have been progressing, the team has been
just getting better, better, better.  Defensively,
we’re doing better.  Both pitchers are pitching
well.”
Negroni continued, “We know how to play
the small game, which is very key, especially in
the playoffs.  You are not going to win 10-9 or
8-7.  There might be one 2-1 or 1-0, so every
run is very important.  If we could move the
girls up a base by bunting or stealing, that’s
pretty much what we have to do.”
“I feel we can play with anyone,” said the
reserved Stamatiades.  “If we play tight defense
and we do the small things right and play smart,
we are going to do well in the playoffs.”                        
With ‘fire and ice’ on the mound, no one
should doubt the Bearcats’ chances come the
second season.    
ME N ’ S  TE NN I S
By LEO SHVARTSMAN
Staff Writer
The Bearcats pulled off two more lopsided
victories, this time over the York Cardinals and
the Lehman Lightning to improve to a confer-
ence best 6-0 record. Their victory over York
College also ensures that they will finish the
regular season undefeated in games in which
they are designated as the “away” team.
Baruch won all nine of their matches against
York, including all six of their singles matches
and each of three doubles matches. In singles
play, Boris Krant led the way with a (6-0), (6-
0) win over Craigon Campbell.
Christian Wulff defeated Yousseff Chafei (6-
0), (6-1) and Witton Ng defeated Moise
Pierrelous by the same score. Vladimir Goldin
defeated Wade Thomas (6-0), (6-2). Alex Sokol
won his match against Arturo Manantan (6-1),
(6-1) while Maxim Moliver defeated Biljana
Toroglanovic (6-2), (6-3).
The Bearcats disposed of the Cardinals just as
easily in doubles play. Christian Wulff and
Boris Krant teamed up to defeat Youssef Chafei
and Wade Thomas (8-1). Baruch’s Maxim
Moliver and Witton Ng defeated York’s Biljana
Toroglanovic and Mark Meo also defeated their
opponents by the score of (8-1). V l a d i m i r
Goldin and Alex Sokol defeated Yo r k ’s
Craigon Campbell and Arturo Manantan (8-3).
Just as the Bearcats easily disposed of the
Cardinals, they had just as little trouble doing
the same with the Lehman Lightning the previ-
ous week. The game, which was played in the
Bronx, was one of the few games the Bearcats
have played away from the National Tennis
Center.
Each of the Bearcats won his matches in
straight sets in both singles and doubles play.
Junior Witton Ng led the way in singles play
with a (6-0), (6-0) shutout of opponent Chris
Polanco.
The rest of the Bearcats followed with
Christian Wulff defeating Tasuis Mathurin (6-
1), (6-1), Boris Krant defeating Mark Peart (6-
0), (6-2), Vladimir Goldin defeating J.J. Villar
(6-3), (6-3), Alex Sokol defeating Samir
Hessami (6-0), (6-3) and Maxim Moliver
defeating Omar Todd (6-0), 6-0).
Baruch was just as dominating in doubles
play as Christian Wulff and Boris Krant teamed
up to defeat Tashuis Mathurin and Mark Peart
(8-2), Vladimir Goldin and Alex Sokol defeat-
ed Mark Peart and J.J. Villar (8-1), and Maxim
Moliver and Witton Ng defeated Omar Todd
and Chris Polanco (8-0).
Baruch catcher Rose Tejada and third baseman Alexis Burnett get in position to catch a
sky-high pop-up.  (Photo/ Baruch Sports Information)
